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My Barbarian will have their first solo exhibition in Israel at Yaffo 23. At the Opening they 
will conduct a   public performance – the results of a 10 days workshop with local artists 
of various disciplines. In addition, A selection of photographs which were taken at similar 
workshop in Cairo will be exhibited. 

My Barbarian is a Los Angeles-based artist group founded in 2000 by Alexandero 
Segade, Malik Gaines, and Jade Gordon. The trio, which alternately assumes the 
characteristics of a band, an experimental theater group and a group of performance 
artists, virtuosic uses theater, music and visual art in its work.



The Performances, video works, songs, installations and workshops of My Barbarian aim 
to the basic and deepest elements of society and culture – rituals, beliefs, communities, 
anxieties and neuroses, histories and mythologies. Their performances directly refer to 
our daily routine, our choices, our relationships, and our politics. They make us act-out the 
roles we play anyway in changing choreographies – constellations that embody a real 
possibility of individual communality.

The Post-Living Ante-Action Theater (PoLAAT) is a theater method invented by the group, 
which uses it as a tool for communicating and engaging with people from different 
cultures and different places in the world. The PoLAAT is a political and participatory 
theater whose roots stem in collective practices of the sixties, such as the Action Theater, 
the Living Theater and the Theater of The Oppressed. It includes physical action, song 
and dance, exercises and rehearsals, as well as discussions about identity and histories 
(and realities) of exclusion and occupation, and has strong elements of queer, hippy and 
camp cultures. 

The performances of My Barbarian are based on a multiplicity of visual and textual 
elements. In one piano song, or one garden scene, one can find elements of Greek 
theater, Shakespeare, Baroque and Broadway, as well as Greek, Hindi and American 
indigenous myths, current economic issues, ideologies and the everyday concerns of self 
nurturing. All this richness is built deliberately in poor measures and is a result of tight 
practice, in which the artists are also costume makers and designers, lyric writers, music 
composers and choreographers. 

The exhibition is supported by The Jerusalem Foundation and Creative Capital


